
How Can I Get Rid of…. ? 
 

Please refer to the following alphabetical list to learn how you can recycle or dispose of certain items in  

your home.  If your item is not listed, call the Board of Health office at 978-897-1302. 

 

Certain recyclable item descriptions refer to the Seasonal Drop Off Recycling Center.  The center is located at 

the DPW Garage at the end of Winter Street.  The drop off is open on the second Saturday of the month from 

8am to noon in April, May, June, September, October, and November.  Per-item fees can be paid in cash or by 

check made payable to “Town of Maynard”.  ($5.00 minimum charge—see item list below or our Seasonal Drop 

Off Center Fee Schedule for per-item fee information.  Proof of residency is required.) 

 

AIR CONDITIONER:  See CFCs section below. 

ASBESTOS:  You must use a licensed asbestos removal contractor to dispose of asbestos.  

Check the yellow pages for licensed contractors. 

AUTOMOBILES:  Automobiles and other vehicles can be donated to an area charity for a tax deduction.  Visit the 

websites for: Special Olympics,  Habitat for Humanity, or  KARS4KIDS 

BATTERIES:  Alkaline batteries manufactured after 1994 can be thrown out with the regular trash.  All alkaline 

batteries manufactured before 1994, NiCad, button, zinc, and lithium batteries should be disposed of at the Board 

of Health office or at the Seasonal Drop Off Center. Rechargeable batteries that can no longer be charged can be 

brought to Staples (Route 2A in Acton) for FREE recycling. Through their relationship with the Rechargeable 

Battery Recycling Corporation, all batteries collected are recycled responsibly.  Auto batteries should be brought 

to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($8.00 fee for each). 

BICYCLES: Bikes not Bombs, a non-profit organization located in Jamaica Plain, is working to promote 

community development and alternative transportation.  Donated bikes are shipped to third world countries and 

used locally to train young people as bicycle mechanics.  Kids can also build/recondition a bike through the Earn

-A-Bike program.  Part of the program involves the kids participating in community service 617-442-0004 

BOOKS:  Books, CDs, DVDs and Audio Books can be dropped off in the Got Books? container at the Maynard 

High School parking lot.  Maynard Public Schools utilizes Got Books? as a fundraising opportunity.  Items are 

either donated to troops overseas, teachers, the Great Books Giveaway, or sold for $1.29 through the Got Books? 

Used Bookstore—any damaged or unusable books are recycled. 

BRUSH: All branches no longer than 3 feet and no thicker than 3 inches can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off 

Center for a $5.00 chipping fee.  During winter and summer months, may be bundled (less than 75 lbs each), 

tied, and left curbside—affix $5.00 worth of sticker tags per bundle. 

BUILDING MATERIALS:  Homeowners and contractors can donate good quality used and surplus building 

materials to Boston Building Resources.  Save on disposal fees and earn tax deductions.  Call (617) 442-2262 

ext. 232 to schedule a drop off or pickup (fee of $25.00 applies to pickups).  Visit the Massachusetts Department 

of Environmental Protection for more options and information. 

CARDBOARD: Clean cardboard can be disposed of in your curbside recycling.  Chipboard (cereal, shoe, cracker 

boxes, etc., cellophane removed) can be flattened and placed in a paper grocery bag next to recycling bin or 

bundled and tied.  Corrugated cardboard—flatten, size to 2ft x 2ft or smaller, bundle and tie. 

RUBBER BANDS:  The United States Post Office reuses rubber bands.  Leave them out for your mail carrier, take 

them to the Post Office, or place inside a bag in any blue USPS mailbox. 

SINK:  Porcelain sinks can be disposed of in the curbside trash.  Remove fixtures and affix a $2.00 sticker tag to 

each.  Metal fixtures should be disposed of at the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($5.00 fee) 

SMOKE/CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS:  Most detectors contain small amounts of a radioactive material, 

Americium 241, and are therefore, by law, labeled as having radioactive content.  Smoke detectors may be 

disposed of through curbside recycling (containing a 3-triangle recycling symbol, batteries removed) or by 

returning them to the manufacturer for disposal as hazardous waste.  Send smoke detectors by surface or ground 

mail so they do not end up on an airplane.  First Alert Corporation will take back any smoke detector made in 

Aurora, IL.  Send to: First Alert, Radioactive Waste Disposal, 780 McClure Road, Aurora, IL 60504-2495 

SNEAKERS: Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe program collects old sneakers of any brand.  This program grinds up the 

shoes and uses them in the surfacing of playgrounds and athletic courts in underprivileged communities.  See the 

website for details on where you  can drop off or mail your old sneakers. 

SNOW BLOWER:  Drain all gas/oil and bring to Seasonal Drop Off Center (15.00 fee for each) 

STYROFOAM “PACKING PEANUTS”:  Bring them to the UPS Store on Powdermill Road in Acton for re-use 

TELEVISION: See CRTs section above 

THERMOMETER:  See Mercury-Containing Products section above 

TIRES/RIMS: Auto tires can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($3.00 for each tire, $2.00 for tires w/

out rims, $8.00 for truck tires) 

TOILET:  Porcelain toilets can be disposed of curbside—affix a $2.00 sticker tag—for two-piece models, 

separate tank from bowl. 

WASHER/DRYER:  Can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($15.00 fee for each) 

WATER HEATER:  Can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($15.00 fee for each) 

WOOD STOVE:  Can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($10.00 fee for each) 

YARD WASTE:  Leaves and other easily-raked material placed in biodegradable bags are collected curbside, 

twice in the fall and once in the spring—collection coincides with residential trash days.  See the Seasonal Yard 

Waste section of our website or our Trash/Recycling Calendar mailing for dates/details. 

 

 

COMPOST BINS—The Board of Health sells discounted Earth Machine® Composters 

for residential use.  The cost is $35.00 in cash or by check made payable to “Town of 

Maynard”.  Please call 978-897-1302 for current availability or to schedule a pickup. 

 

RECYCLE BINS—The Board of Health provides one complimentary bin 

per household (grey or blue) for plastics, cans, and glass.  Additional 

bins can be purchased at the Board of Health office for $5.00 each. 

Residents may also use trash barrels up to 32-gallons in size—be sure 

to permanently mark “RECLYCLING” on the side. 

http://www.recycleforgold.org/
http://www.habitat.org/carsforhomes/default.aspx?tgs=Ni8xMy8yMDExIDEyOjUzOjEyIFBN
http://www.kars4kids.org/landing-pages/indexgp-brand.html?acp=8017&source=ggl&ky=1%20877%20kars4kids&gclid=COCq3qWrs6kCFcZM4Aodk1kIJg
http://www.call2recycle.org/
http://www.call2recycle.org/
http://bikesnotbombs.org/
http://www.gotbooks.com/
http://www.bostonbuildingresources.com/index.php/donate
http://www.mass.gov/dep/recycle/reduce/donation.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/recycle/reduce/donation.htm
http://www.nikereuseashoe.com/
http://www.townofmaynard-ma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/2011-Recycling-Calendar.pdf
http://www.townofmaynard-ma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/2011-Recycling-Calendar.pdf
http://www.earthmachine.com/the_earth_machine.html


lawn chairs can be disposed of curbside—affix a $1.00 sticker tag to each item.  ALL METAL FURNITURE 

should be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center for recycling. 

GRILL: Disconnect and remove gas tanks and bring to Seasonal Drop Off Center for recycling ($5.00 fee for 

each). 

HOUSEHOLD GOODS:  Clothing in good condition can be dropped off in the Saint Vincent De Paul containers at 

the Saint Bridget’s School parking lot on Sudbury Street.  Clothing, linens and other household goods can also 

be donated to the Big Brother Big Sister Foundation (visit the BBBSF website for a list of acceptable donation 

items) or to the Morgan Memorial/Goodwill Industries attended donation trailers in Concord (211 Sudbury 

Road, behind Crosby’s market) and Sudbury (509 Boston Post Road, behind Shaw’s) - both are open seven days 

a week from 8am to 4:30pm. 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE: Motor oil, cleaning fluids, pesticides, etc. can be brought to the Annual 

Household Hazardous Waste Day—the first Saturday in June each year at the DPW Garage at the end of Winter 

Street—$10.00 fee per carload.  Proof of residency is required.  Please see the Household Hazardous Waste Day 

flyer for a list of acceptable items.  If you missed our latest HHW Day, items may be brought to the Minuteman 

Hazardous Waste Facility in Lexington, MA for a fee—monthly drop off days offered April through November.  

Contact the Lexington Board of Health at 781-862-0500, ext. 200 for more information. 

LAWN MOWER:  Drain all gas/oil and bring to Seasonal Drop Off Center (15.00 fee for each) 

MERCURY-CONTAINING PRODUCTS:  Thermostats, switches, thermometers, blood pressure cuffs and 

barometers can be brought to the Board of Health office during regular office hours.  Fluorescent bulbs: see 

Fluorescent Bulbs section above. 

MICROWAVES:  Can be brought to Seasonal Drop Off Center ($10.00 fee for each) 

OVEN/RANGE/STOVE:  Can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($15.00 fee for each) 

PAINT:  Dried out latex paint can be disposed of in the curbside trash.  For small amounts, leave the lid off until 

dry.  For larger amounts, mix with kitty litter, sawdust, or commercial “dry out” powder or pour into shallow 

cardboard boxes lined with trash bags to dry before disposing in the trash.  Oil-base paint cannot be accepted 

curbside as it is considered a Hazardous Waste item, and should be brought to Household Hazardous Waste Day 

in June—see Household Hazardous Waste section above. 

PAPER:  Office/copy paper, newspaper, junk mail (remove cellophane windows), phone books, and magazines 

can be disposed of in the curbside recycling—place in paper grocery bag or bundle and tie with string and place 

next to recycling bin.  Paper can also be donated (24 hours/7 days a week) to the Maynard Community Chest 

Paper Recycling Fundraiser in on of the two green and yellow Abitibi Paper Retrievers® located at the Maynard 

High School parking lot and the Clock Tower Main Street parking lot (across from Quarterdeck Seafood).  Visit 

www.asabetvalleychamber.org for more information. 

PLASTIC BAGS:  Any plastic bags with recycling triangles on them may be taken to local grocery stores for 

recycling—look for the marked round recycling bins inside the store. 

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION:  Take unused, unneeded, or expired prescription drugs out of their original 

containers.  To prevent others from using these substances, mix them with coffee grounds or kitty litter and 

throw them away in a sealed container.  Flush prescription drugs down the toilet only if the label or 

accompanying patient information specifically instructs you to do so. 

PROPANE TANKS:  Can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center for recycling ($5.00 fee for large, $2.00 fee 

for medium, $1.00 fee for small). 

REFRIGERATOR/FREEZER:  See CFCs section above 

CARPET: May be disposed of curbside if cut into 4-foot lengths, rolled and tied.  Affix a $2.00 sticker tag on 

each roll. 

CELL PHONES:  Drop off your old cell phone for FREE at Staples (Route 2A in Acton) as part of their 

partnership with Flipswap.  They will refurbish those that can be reused and recycle those that cannot.  Contact 

Call2Recycle for additional options. 

CFCS:  CFCs are items containing chlorofluorocarbons, such as refrigerators, air conditioners, compressors, and 

freezers.  CFCs can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($20.00 fee for each). 

CHRISTMAS TREES: Remove all decorations and drop off behind the Boys and Girls 

Club (intersection of Routes 27 and 117) before January 20th each year. 

CLOTHING: See Household Goods section 

COMPRESSOR:  See CFCs section above 

COMPUTERS/PRINTERS/MONITORS/KEYBOARDS:  See CRTs section below 

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS: This cannot be accepted for curbside disposal.  Insulation, brick, drywall/plaster, soil, 

gravel, asphalt, shingles and other similar materials are considered construction debris.  Residents should 

properly dispose of this waste by ensuring removal through the contractor completing the work.  For do-it-

yourself construction, contact a local disposal company listing in the yellow pages or local newspaper.  If a 

dumpster is temporarily required, a permit must be obtained through the Board of Health office ($15.00 fee). 

CRTS:  Cathode Ray Tubes like television, computers, keyboards, printers, a mouse, or computer monitors may 

be disposed of at our Drop Off Center ($15.00 recycling fee for each item). 

DISHWASHER:  Can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($15.00 fee for each) 

DOORS: Wooden doors may be disposed of curbside—affix a $2.00 sticker tag on each.  Metal should be taken 

to the Drop Off Center. 

ELECTRONICS: See CRTs section above.  Maynard Boy Scout Troop 130 has 2 electronics recycling events in 

the spring and fall each year.  Call 978-897-7194 for more information or to schedule a pickup for their next 

event. 

FENCE: A small amount of wood fencing can be broken down, cut into 4ft lengths, bundled, tied and left 

curbside—affix a $2.00 sticker tag per bundle.  If you have more than 4 sections, see Construction Debris 

section for proper disposal. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: Empty Fire Extinguishers can be brought to the Seasonal Drop Off Center ($5.00 fee).  

If a fire extinguisher is full, discharge it properly prior to visiting the Drop Off Center. 

FLUORESCENT BULBS: Fluorescent bulbs, including energy-saving compacts, contain a small amount mercury 

and can be dropped off at Aubuchon Hardware on Main Street or at the Seasonal Drop Off Center.  If a 

fluorescent bulb breaks in your home, do not inhale the vapor and do not use a vacuum for cleanup.  Gently 

sweep the pieces together with a brush or broom—NOT your hand—and clean up bits of glass with a wet rag or 

towel, then place the towel and the pieces into a plastic bag.  Fluorescent bulbs emit no mercury unless they are 

broken. 

FURNITURE: Wooden/plastic futons w/cushions, mattresses/box springs, sofas, love seats, recliners, wooden/

plastic tables (up to 4ft in length) and dressers/cabinets/bookcases (weighing less than 75 lbs) can be disposed of 

curbside—affix $10.00 worth of sticker tags on each item (mattress & box spring are $10.00 for the set.)  

Mirrors with no frame, wooden kitchen chairs, stools, or armchairs (weighing less than 75 lbs), and plastic/resin 

http://gd.bbbsfoundation.org/gd.donations/main/acceptabledonations.aspx
http://www.townofmaynard-ma.gov/safety/board-of-health/hazardous-waste-collection-day/
http://www.townofmaynard-ma.gov/safety/board-of-health/hazardous-waste-collection-day/
http://www.assabetvalleychamber.org/community_events.asp
http://www.flipswap.com/
http://www.call2recycle.org/
http://www.mass.gov/dep/recycle/hazardous/fireex.htm

